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German
To Supply Authentic
Information, Not to
Carry on Propagan-
da, the Function of
Bureaus Established

in This Country by
France and England

By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN.

ORD ROBERT CECIL, when called
upon in the House of Commons
the other day in his capseity as Under
Secrelary of State for Forsign Affairs to
make the grant of passports for the
United States conditional upon cast iron
pledges to abstain from public speaking
while on this side of the Atlantic, depre-
cated the idea of isstituting any such
specics of preventive censorship upon

British citizens in a friendly eountry.
Lord Roberts’s judicious refusal to be
n party to the instituiion of a preventive
censorship upon the utterances of lus
countrymen visiting the United Stales
wns! not be misconstrued into-anyibing
in the nature of official approval of so-
called propagandists. From the very out-
set of the war four years ago France and
tireat Bgtain have been strongly opposed
to everyvthing savoring of propagandi in
the United States. The two Powers i
anestion were fortunate in being repre-
cented at the time by a conple of Ambas-
sadors at Washington possessad of an
sltogether exeeptional understanding of
American hife and conditions.  This was
partienlarly so in the ease of Jean Jules
Jusserand, who has been in eharge of the
interests of Franee in the United States
tor over fifteen years, and a5 such 13
looked up to by all lus colleagues on the
hanks of the Potomae as the dean of their
vorps. Tt has often been said of him that
lie knows more about the Awmeflean preo-
ple than they do themselves, and this s

horne out by s wnitings.

British Literary Lights Shut OF.

Ambassador Jusserand and his Fug
lish colleague. the late Sir Cecil Spring
tive, realized from the outset that the
people of the United States would be dis-
posed to resent anything in the nature of
propaganda in the light of a reflection
upon their education and intelligence. It
15 all very well to lack information about
this or that question, espeeally if it re-
lates to foreign countries, But the as-
sumption that one is ignorant abount the
matter is offensive. Americans are al
wavs willing to learn. But they do not
relich the imputation of being fools, and
that 15 what propaganda amounts to.

A few weeks after the beginning of
the war a whole shipload of Britsh In
srary lights, of varving degrees of efful
greney, satled from Liverpool with the self-
imposed mission of laying before the
American people. by means of lecturing
tours, the mghts of England and the
wrongs of Germany in this titame con-
flict. Their vovage did not receive any
conntenanee whatsoever {rom the English
tiovernment. The ocean liner on its ar-
rival at Quarantine . New York was
boarded by two or three personal emis-
sarwes of Sir Cenil Spring Rice, who ap-
pealed to the patriotism of the missioners
to abandon their project, as caleulated to
do mfinitely more harm than good, and
urged them to relurn home by the very
next boat; above all, o abstain from pub-
lie speaking. To their eredit be it said
that they vielded to the Ambassador’s so-
Iieitations, on the ground that le pos-
sessed a knowledge and an appreciation
ol  Ameriean just then 1o
wineh they could lay no elmm.  Nearly
the entire party sailed back to Liverpool
before the end of the week, and the very
iew who remzined refrained from spesk
ing. and only staved on to learn.
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Allies’ Policy Justified.

la other wsiances Sir
#o fortunate. Men came from Englind
who would: not listen to woarnmmings, and
whe oo andiseretions of KM I sl tact
lss=pess of manver were rTendered the
piire trochlessge beegizme ol the
tion wh hey sought to convey. that
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they Lad been their
Government, whirh
contrary to the tact,
recognition at the Fmbassy. and not only
British Government officials bul al<o their
unofficial countrymen m America
public expression to their disapproval by
holding aloot from them. Much the same
measures were :ul»-]olmi by the Fremch
Embassy in analogous cases,

[t may be recalled that the eourse pur
sued by Ambassador Jusserand and by
Sie Ceeil Spring Rice with regard to
propaganda was assailed in Parliament
in London, in the two chambers of the
National Legislature in Paris and by eer
tain organs of the Freneh and English
press, which failed 10 appreciate the
peculiarities of the Amenean character,
Indeed both the French and the English

commissioned by

was of course entirely
Thev were refusesd
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euvoys were compared to their disadvan-

tage with the Kaiser's agents i tlis coun-
try, whe were spending millions on prop
aganda. Bul events have entirely justi
fied the policy frst inaugwrated by Am-
hassador Jusserand, and winch, followed
by Sir Ceetl Spring lice, has sinee been
pursued by his sucvessor, Lord Reading,
by the High Commissioner of Franee.
André Tardien, and by able
Jutor and prineinal  representative
America, Edouard de Billy.

I eond-

Dernburg’'s Mission Failed.

Four yvears ago, ut the beginning of the
war, popular sentiment in Uns countrs
was pretty equally divided with regard
10 the belligerents. Ameri
can was looked upon as a valuable e
zen and the and industrial
relations of the Umited Stules with Ger-
many were very extensive aml very iufi-
mate. By the nme that the Lusitanin
was torpedoed American sympathy for
Germany had dwindled from 50 per eent.
to 10 per eent. and when =ome months
later President Wilson"*found himself
compelled by the requirements of the
national bonor and of national intereat
to throw down the zantlet to the Kaiser
the entire people of the Umted States
with a few miscrable exeeplions were
at the back of their Chief Magistrale,
and sympathy for Germany m Amerniea
had gone by the board

While of course much o1
Amenean svmpathy for Germany was
due 1o treatment of Bel-
oium mnvaded distriets of
Franee, thers 15 no donbt that the aliena-
tion was very largely brought abont by
the charactenistically tactless, brutal and
theretore oflensive wethods of Tenton
propaganda m the United Staies. The
reeent diselosures revealing the vast sums
apent an
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deavors to mfluenve the '-'.;h!:r throueh
press very Little Connt
BernstorT, Dr. Dernbure, Dre. Albert and

that psendo noble Franz Rintelen cier

the Jow w

understood the American people
hetore Lo
<hortly after the beginning ot the war,

Dernhure, returned  here
was aceounted a clever man, i tacl one
of the ablest of the Kaiser's Ministers of
State, who lud in lus younger days re-
cerved the greater jrart ol lns business
trammng i Wall Street, New York, Yel
as o propogandist he was a complete ful
ure, and in<tead of winning {riends for
Iits native land be made enemies, His
methods were signalized by eharacteristi-
callv Teutan tactlessuness and brutality,
and even when endeavoring to persuade
men to lus way of thinking lie repelled
them by hig affectation of superior intelli
zence and knowledge.,  [le gave offence
even to Ameneans of Gierman ongn by
his boorish manner and presumptuous ut
teranees, and on one oceasion when ex
pressing to one of the {oPfemo=t of Ger-
man American bankers my amszement at
the senoranee of Amencan lite and eon-
ditions displayed by the Berlin Govern-
ment in confiding ts anterests an the
I 'nited States to such men as Bernstordl
and Dernburg, who, by “the hve, were
always fighung with oue another, the
tinaneier bitterly deseribed them witl the
cxpressive German word as a “Groban™
and a “Trottel”
froop !

la boor and a mneom

French Bureau of Information.

While Franee and Greal Britan tius
wisely abstaned trom anything in the
nature of propagauda, they in deferenee
th Lhe suggestions of sagacious American
triends estabhished in the United States
what may be described as a Government
service of information, the eredit for the
formation of which belongs mamnly to
André Tardieu. who, formerly a Capian
of Chasseurs and on the stafl of Marshal
Joffre, has now become a member of the
Cabinet of Premier Clemenceau and a
full fledged Mumster of State in charge
of Franee's relations with Amenea. A
bureau was orgamzed m New York os
part and parcel of the High Commission,
and waéJ-l;mvd by Tardieu under the un
medate direction of Stephane Lauzanne,
editor i chief of the Malin, with Mur-
el Kueeht as lus priocipal lLieutenant.
[heir task was not to undertake anvthinge
in the nature of propaganda but merely
to  furmish  nformation  concermng
France's the preesent war
Thev have done tlus only en invitaton.
That when newspapers, se-
rial publieations, educational snstitutions,
Koy Tound (hemselvea in nesd of sxplana
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Blunders Avoided by Allies Here

More Enemies for
Germany the Only
Fruit of the Tactless
Methods and the
Millions Used by
Bernstorff and Dern-
burg in Americ:

tior. and enlightenment concerning this or
that matter in France, military, naval,
political, admigistrative or economie, they
knew that they could apply to the infor-
mation bureau of the High Commission
of Frauce at the Vanderbilt Hotel in New
York, and that in response to their re-
quest all the nceessary data of wn ofli-
cially anthentic nature would be al once
furnished to them.
Lauzanne Qualified for Task.

Lanzanne and Kneeht were  partiou-
larly well qualified for the task. BBoth
have seen a good deal of active serviee
at the front i Lhe present war during
the better parl of two years, taking pait
i the battle of the Marne and in most
of the fighting from ike beginning of
Aungust, 1011, until the tall of 1916, Poth
ave @ perfect mastery of English.  Lag-
zamme. who is the nl'phl'w. ;ulw[lh'll =
and prineipal Ler of the eclebhrated cor-
respondent ot the Frmmis  an
Fragee, (. de Blowitz, nieknamed *the
nequired los
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Lemes.”
Enghisl while

Ambassador. of the

remarkable knonlsdge ot

repre=enting lus puper, the Pavis Mateom,
in Laomdon, baving his Leadguarters i the
offien of the Thundere, awing 1o the
sorchinnee of gts eahle sorviees and news

witly the Wa? A= for Mareey INnoeit,

he s, hke that omtor and French stages
man FPronklin Boutllon, ebairnsn ol the
Commiter on Forcgn RHeletions ot the

Cligmber of Deputies an Pans, o graduate
of the Upiversity of UCambrides
Naturally
ol thetr
=k them 1o r-;ll'.'i‘-( cn'-':l-'-lllun_\. risually
wt private entertmunments and ot edocea
But they have only

advantaze has been taken

Luowledge  of  Enghish 1o

lonal  nslitutions.
done this in response to pressing invia-
lons apd with o cerlmin amount of re
Tnetanee, looking upon their mission pri
marily 1o keep authentie and semi-oflicwal
news and information on tap, at the dis
the Ameriean press, ol tie
chambers of commeree, & They have
faltilled their task with so moch efficieney
and ahove all with so mueh tact that they
have never laid themselves open to the
inputation of propagandism, even on the
part of the foes of France, and have be
come so indispensable to the mtmate in-
terrourse of this country with Franee that
a movemen! L= heen started in America
to convert their bureau from a mere tem-

posal of

parary war mission into 8 permanent -
shitution. te be retamed even after the
restozation of penes

Great Britain's Representative.

Gireat Bnton was quick to tollow the
example of Franee n establishinge am
ofticial burean of intormation in Ameriea,
with headquarters in New York., at 511
Fifth avenue, ugder the direction of
Geoffrey Butler. tellow and librarian of
Corpus Chnisti College, Cambridee, lee-
turer on international law and diplomacy
of that university, president of its union
and inmdentally monopidizer of most of
its honors 10 the year of his graduation.

He, too, like his French eolleagues,
Lauzanne and Kpecht, fulfils Ius task
with so muel tact and such thorough un-
derstanding ol American susceptibility
and prejudices that his bureau has be-
eome indispensable, and like that of the
French should be maintained after the
war. He bas an able assistant 1n Henry
A. Goode, who 1s well qualitied for the
work by the experience which he aequired
during a residence of several years in the
United States prior to the war,

Quite recently the Dtaliun Government
Lias started a burean of informulion wn
the same lines 1n New York under the
direction of a distinguisbed Roman jour
nalist, Baron Augusto Ferrero, assistant
editor of La Tmbuna. one of the leading
organs of the Eternal City. These bu-
reaus should be encouraged, since cvery-
thing ecalealuted to spread koowledge n
Amenea eoncerning 1hose nalions asso
cinted with ns in the preseni war
tail ro be of benefit 1o the people of the
United Stare<.
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